
Sample letter to Governor Beshear 

Full Name 
Address line 1 
Address line 2 

Phone number 
The Honorable Andy Beshear 
Governor of the Commonwealth of KY 
700 Capitol Ave. Suite 100 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
 

Dear Governor Beshear: 

Paragraph One: Opening Statement-Identify who you are, what state you reside in or 
connection if any to Ky. Identify the reason you are writing this letter and what you would 
like from the Governor (commutation of Karen’s sentence). 

Good afternoon, my name is Cheryl Goodall, I live in Ohio but was a former resident of 
Kentucky for 15 years and previously a student at EKU with a degree in Justice Studies from 
NKU. I am writing this letter to express my continued support for the commutation of Karen 
Brown #003554 who has been incarcerated since February of 1986. 

Paragraph Two & Three: Use these paragraphs to clearly discuss the issue as it relates to 
you and your comments. These paragraphs should use a combination of facts, research, & 
personal stories to support the points you are making. These paragraphs should present 
information that is personalized and poignant. 

Paragraph Four: Specifically identify what you are asking for (commutation of Karen’s 
sentence) This is not a pardon, which would be asking to be excused and forgiven basically. 
This is a request for commutation which is a reduction of the length of her sentence, in 
effect saying ‘you’ve been here long enough, rehabilitated yourself and deserve to go 
home’. Both fall under the term as a form of “Clemency”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Checklist & Hints 

General Form & Structure 

• the first paragraph informs Governor Beshear who you are and the purpose/topic of 
the letter (ie, to express your continued support (particularly if you have previously 
submitted a letter) for the commutation of Karen Brown, who received a “serve-out” 
of death by incarceration by the Ky Parole Board despite a judge and jury sentence 
of Life with the Possibility of Parole and Karen’s clear record of rehabilitation. 

• the second and third paragraphs use stories, facts, and research to support the 
point you are asking. 

• the second and third paragraph present information that is personalized & heartfelt. 
• the fourth paragraph specifically identifies what you are asking from Governor 

Beshear (to sign the commutation request for Karen Brown #003554). 

Additional Points for Consideration 

Pick what speaks to you-remember the need to be concise-Karen has had numerous 
accomplishments, helping so many others over 39+ years which could never be covered in 
it’s entirety in a one-page letter. Choose what speaks to you, from the heart & personalized 
(‘I know you’re going to hear of her many accomplishments’, then pick what speaks to 
you). 

• No prior record-not even a speeding ticket 
• 21-years old when occurred, now 61-years old 
• Our Nation/State are about rehabilitation/2nd chances-proving it by recognizing it 

with the hard work and accomplishments Karen has achieved to help herself, her 
peers and the institution where she was ‘housed’. 

• Karen has had one infraction in 39+ years, one which occurred a decade prior to 
her serve-out! 

• You know that Karen can help communities with her testimony 
• Karen has completed well over 100 programs, 7 advanced degrees funded by her 

supporters who believe in her and continues to participate in the limited eligible 
programs (which unfortunately when women get a serve-out they are no longer 
permitted to continue in many programs because they will never be ‘returning 
home’) and continues to develop, organize and facilitate peer-led programs within 
KCIW 



• Karen continues to help others make the most of their time there as they prepare to 
become returning citizens 

• That you support the commutation of Karen’s sentence, to give her a chance to 
have freedom in her life, as she has for many others 

• Additional areas of contribution: Safe Haven dog training program; prison hospice; 
prison music ministry/worship/counseling; tutor; mentor; chapel clerk; law library; 
24-hour maintenance & numerous other jobs within the institution;  

• Artist-numerous murals, including 3-D with movable parts, paintings, drawings, 
illustrator of children’s books, accomplished writer, musician-multi 
instrumentalist, vocalist, band leader, and arranger. 

After you have finished writing your letter be sure to appropriately end it and sign. If 
possible, try to have someone read over it for you to make sure no inadvertent mistakes. 
Make sure you have your return address, put a stamp on it and drop it off at the post office! 

 


